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writing and drawing papers are made largely from linen and
cotton rags.
"Good drawing paper must combine nuuiy different feuttireH, nnd
these the buyer should be able to distinguish, to bo in^i position to
discriminate between various kinds, so as to make a select ion mutable* to
the purpose for which he intends to use the paper,
"First in importance is the material from which the paper is made,
and second the mode of manufacture, both of which become manifest
when the finished article is used. <!ood drawing: paper .should bo
strong, of uniform thickness and surfaces stretch evenly, nnd should
neither repel nor absorb liquids. It should admit of considerable
erasing without detriment'to its surface, should not become either brittle
or discolored by reasonable exposure and age, and should not wrinkle
when stretched or when inks or colors m*e applied to it.
"It is impossible to combine all these features in one paper, HO that
all may be apparent in their utmost degree of perfection; thus, the
greatest strength cannot be combined with the finest surface, ns in par-
ticularly exemplified in the case of manillu fibre, which, although ono
of the strongest materials used in the manufacture of paper, cannot bo
made into drawing paper.
"The careful draftsman is therefore compelled to select that paper
which unites to best advantage those qualities which are the most
adapted to his special requirements. To make a personal selection
every time he is in need of paper in generally impracticable. lie* in
therefore mostly obliged to rely upon the descriptions of the papers
offered him, and then to trust that the ono selected will be as described
and can be obtained again in the same quality a,t any future time."1
[Because of their fiber construction papern expand and contract
differently in different directions and may not resume their
original condition when the moisture in removed. Hueb changes
may result in serious errors in case of very accurate work; but in
oilfield mapping the chief objection to unequal shrinkage and
expansion lies in the fact that the paper lion loosely upon the
table top and is difficult to work upon. To counteract thin
tendency two or more thicknesses of paper, or paper and cloth,
are mounted together with the direction of the longer dimension
1 Keuffel and Esser Co., Catalog, 11)15.